Goddarad Toastmasters Club

Meeting Minutes

March 30, 2005, Speakathon

March 30, 2005 - Room E-210, Bldg 28

Members Present: Bigyani Das, David Schultz, Austin Conaty, Jane Liu, Michael Heney

Bigyani Das was the TMOD.  Austin Conaty presented his sixth speech “Work with the Words” from the Communication and Leadership Manual with the title “Speak Simply and Carry a Big Message”. The messages he shared with the members are:

“If it is to be me, it is upto me” –  Key Note Speech in A Graduation Event

“Focus on what is important, give up everything else” – Austin’s College professor

“You can have everything in life if you want to help other people to do what they want” – Air Force Conference Speaker

Michael Heney presented a speech from the Advanced Manual on “Speeches by the Management”. He spoke on Obesity. Jane Liu practiced her speech on “Homecoming Party” for the Area Contest.  David Schultz helped in timing the speeches. 

Mike Heney evaluated  Austin Conaty’s speech and Jane Liu evaluated Mike Heney’s speech. Everybody gave feedback to Jane Liu.                    

March 23, 2005

March 23, 2005 - Room S-216, Bldg 28

Members Present: Bigyani Das, Esther Woodward, David Schultz, Austin Conaty,

                              Martha O’Bryan, Paul McCeney, Tim McClanahan, Rebecca Dibari, 

                              Muzar Jha

Guest: Kimberly Higgins, Area 42 Governor,  Marty McCormic                        

David Schultz conducted business meeting. Then he changed his hat and took charge as the TMOD. Bigyani Das presented the word of the day as “Competent”. Paul McCeney presented the thought of the day as “fools and fanatics are so certain and wiser people are so much in doubts”.

There were two prepared speeches. Austin Conaty presented speech no. 5 from the Communications and Leadership Manual. The goal was to use vocal variety and Austin did an excellent job in choosing the appropriate topic “Say It Now”. He gave two examples with different scenarios. In one scenario, an old person receiving an award is recognizing other members who have contributed to his success. In another scenario, old couple were fighting in a strain station. Bigyani Das presented a module from the Successful Club Series. The module was on “The Toastmasters Educational Program”. 

Tim McClanahan was the Table Topics Master. He had many excellent props and put forth questions that include the props. The questions were on legal arguments, hair styling, ufologist, and archeologist. 

Esther Woodward was the General Evaluator. Martha O’Bryan evaluated Austin’s speech and the guest Marty McCormic evaluated Bigyani Das’s speech. Both the evaluators gave pointers for further improvement in the speeches. 

Tom McGlynn was the Grammarian and Becky Dibari was the Whisker Counter. Muzar Jha provided timing report. 

Area Governor Kim Higgins conducted the induction ceremony of the new members. 

Austin Conaty was selected as the Most Effective Speaker, Marty McCormic was selected as the most Effective Evaluator and Martha O’Bryan was selected as the Most Effective Table Topics Correspondent.

March 9, 2005

March 9, 2005 - Room S-216, Bldg 28

Members Present: Bigyani Das, Don Moore,  Jane Liu,

                             Esther Woodward, Chris Kirkman, David Schultz,

                             Tim McClanahan

After Jane conducted the business meeting, TMOD Don Moore took charge of the lectern.  Bigyani Das presented Thought of the Day as “Have a Plan”. Tim McClanahan presented the Word of the Day as “Ubiquitious” which means at all places. Jane Liu presented the speech from the story telling manual. The title was “Four Dragons”. In the story the four dragons had helped in providing rain to the deserted land by bringing water from the Eastern Sea. The cruel King punished the dragons and they became four rivers at the end.

The Table Topics Master had a master plan today. She engaged everybody to share ideas on a particular letter of the English alphabet system. In the second round of her Table Topics questions she shared pictures from various news sources and asked everybody to share their own thoughts on those pictures. The pictures include people sitting in front of Capitol Hall, Drug capsules, Paris’s Eiffel Tower with a Frog, fertility clinic’s Miracles, dale Computer and Sofa shopping Cart.

Tim was the General Evaluator. Dave evaluated Jane’s speech. Bigyani  Das provided Grammarian’s report and Tim McClanahan provided whisker Counter’s report. Don Moore was chosen the Best Table Topics Correspondent.  

February 23, 2005 (International Speech and Evaluation Contest)

February 23, 2005 - Room S-216, Bldg 28

Members Present: Bigyani Das, Don Moore,  Jane Liu, Martha O’Brien

                             Esther Woodward,  Paul McCeney, Mike Rilee, Maureen Armbruster

                             Rebecca Dibari, Tom McGlynn, Kimberlyn Hall,

Guests: John 

It was Goddard Club’s International Speech and Evaluation Contest. Paul McCeney was the Contest Master and Mike Rilee was the Chief Judge. Bigyani Das and Don Moore were two timers. After the greetings and introductions Michael Rilee introduced Contest Master Paul McCeney. Paul explained the significance of the contest and the qualifications needed to enter the contest. Then Chief Judge Michael Rilee explained the judging rules for the speech contest. Jane Liu and Esther Woodword were the two contestants. Jane spoke on the topic “Homecoming” and presented her experiences with her stepdaughter during 2004 homecoming celebration. Esther presented the talk titled “Freedom or Tyranny” and shared her experiences during the Vietnam War.

Evaluation contest took place after the speech contest. Rebecca Dibari was the test speaker. She spoke on the topic “Conquering the Mountain”.  There were two contestants, Maureen Armbruster and Jane Liu.

After the contest, contestant interviews were conducted by Paul McCeney. Jane Liu was chosen to represent Goddard Club in Area 42 contest.

February 9, 2005

February 9, 2005 - Room S-216, Bldg 28

Members Present: Bigyani Das, Paul McCeney, Don Moore, Jane Liu,

                 Michael Rilee, Esther Woodward, Kimberlyn Hall

                 Chris Kirkman, David Schultz,

                 Thomas McGlynn

Guests: Joel Schafer, Marty McCormic

Today's meeting was held in Rm-S216, Bldg 28. The meeting started on time. Jane Liu and Esther Woodward had brought Chinese food to celebrate Chinese New Year with the club members. Some club members were enjoying the food before the meeting was formally started.

It was a good feeling to see Joel in the meeting. Joel was a member three years before and then he had discontinued because of work related pressure.

In the absence of our Sgt-At-Arms, Oswin Findlay, Michael Rilee welcomed President Jane Liu to the lectern with a welcome message for the Chinese New Year. Jane continued that spirit and welcomed the audience by explaining the relevance of Chinese New Year and the food such as dumplings. According to her dumplings are symbols of money exchange and meatballs are symbols for family reunion.

In the same spirit Esther Woodward gave our first prepared speech on Chinese Food. Esther's topic was "Health is Wealth! Investing in your food is the smartest investment of all". Esther talked on the value of different ingredients on Chinese food. She quoted a famous quote -

If we eat wrongly, no doctor can cure us

If we eat right, no doctor is needed

David Schultz presented a speech from Interpersonal Communication Advanced Manual. The title of his speech was "Encounter in a Supermarket". David discussed different stages of interpersonal communication such as Small Talk, Fact Discloser, View Points and Opinions and Personal Feelings. He had a conversation section in which Chris Kirkman and David Schultz played in the roles to explain these stages. There was an informal discussion section, which was also fun. Many suggestions were added from the audience members.

Jane Liu played in multiple roles. She was also the table topics master. She had put quarters of different states in nice red envelopes. In Chinese tradition, little red envelopes were presented to young and unmarried children as gifts.

Guest Marty McCormic got the envelope that had the coin from Illinois. Marty shared his views on Illinois, its history associated with Abraham Lincoln and the state's monuments. Thomas McGlynn got the coin from Florida and she discussed Florida as a destination for tourism and for his family's vacation. Bigyani Das got the coin of Michigan and she discussed her experience with a dance group from Michigan and their synchronization styles. Chris Kirkman got the coin for Arkansas. He discussed Bill Clinton and Rose Law relating to Arkansas.

General Evaluator Bigyani Das lead the evaluation section. Paul McCeney evaluated Esther's speech and gave the suggestion to include important points of the speech during the wrapping-up period. Don Moore evaluated David Schultz's speech and gave suggestions to make more eye contact during the conversation. Grammarian Michael Rilee and Whisker Counter Joel Schafer provided their reports. Tim McClanahan provided timer's report.  

Michael Rilee then explained the rules of International Speech and Evaluation contest and invited members to participate. 

Most effective speaker award went to David Schultz. Most effective evaluator award went to Don Moore and most effective table topics correspondent award went to Bigyani Das. One of the new members Kimberlyn Hall was the ballot counter.

The meeting was also adjourned on time. Plenty of food was left and a few members were attempting to finish the food. It was an interesting meeting. Happy Chinese New Year wishes to all of our toastmaster members.

January 26, 2005

January 26, 2005 - Room E-210, Bldg 28 

Members Present: Bigyani Das, Paul McCeney, Don Moore, Jane Liu,

                 Maureen Armbruster, Esther Woodward, Renea LaRock,

                 Muzar Jha, Chris Kirkman, David Schultz, Wanda David,

                 Thomas McGlynn

The meeting was seven minutes late because the toastmaster accessories could not be brought on time. They were in Bigyani Das's room and Bigyani was in a meeting. 

As soon as the accessories were available and the room was set, President Jane Liu started the business meeting. She announced Toastmaster Leadership Institute's training date on February 6, 2005 and requested members to take advantage of the free training. Toastmaster of the Day, Maureen Armbruster welcomed the audience and filled up the positions of Evaluators, Whisker Counter, Grammarian and Ballot Counter with volunteer members.

Dave Schultz gave Word of the Day. It was a group of words, Assess, Access and Excess. Dave Schultz explained the words and then shared small stories that took place in his work place with these words.

Renea Larock presented the thought of the day and she shared the thought on the significance of birthdays. Today was Renea's birthday and she had collected the names of many important personalities that share the same day as their birthdays.

In prepared speeches section there were four excellent speeches. There were two icebreakers by Chris kirkman and Muzar Jah. Chris talked on the topic "Finding Love at Work". Chris met his wife at his work place when he was working at NASA as an engineer in a project with his wife (not wife then). Chris described how the romance started and how they are happily married for ten years. At present Chris works as an Attorney dealing with patents related to GSFC investigators. Muzar presented her experience at different places that had made her learn some noble aspects of human life.

Tom McGlynn presented his fifth speech on the topic "What are they". Tom discussed yesterday's family with today's family and how the developed nations are facing the challenges of inheritance. Bigyani Das presented the module "Setting the Stage for Success: Meeting Roles and Responsibilities" from the Successful Club Series. It was a reminder to focus on toastmaster learning objectives. There was no table topics discussion today.

Dave Schultz evaluated Chris's speech. He gave suggestions for improving the conclusion part. Jane Liu evaluated Muzar's speech and provided suggestions on vocal volume. Paul McCeney evaluated Tom's speech and provided suggestions on body language. Wanda David evaluated Bigyani's speech and provided suggestions on run on sentences.

Renea provided whisker counter and grammarian's report. 

Jane Liu presented the trophy to Renea LaRock for winning the best participating toastmaster award for the fall. Although Esther Woodward and Bigyani Das have got most points, they thought of considering members who are not officers for the award and thus the awards went to Paul McCeney and Renea LaRock.

Most effective speaker award went to Chris Kirkman and the most effective evaluator award went to Paul McCeney. 

January 12, 2005

January 12, 2005 - Room E-210, Bldg 28,

Members Present: Bigyani Das, Paul McCeney, Pat McHale, Don Moore, 

                 Martha O'Bryan, Michael Rilee, Esther Woodward,

                 Rebecca Dibari, Muzar Jah, Chris Kirkman, Tim McClanahan

The first meeting of the year 2005 started with cheer when toastmaster Don Moore opened the meeting with Happy New Year wishes. He then invited Michael Rilee, Vice President of Education to preside over the meeting. Michael Rilee greeted the audience and made announcements about recent toastmaster activities. He informed about the District training events, Youth Leadership program in Eleanor Roosevelt High School and Kalpana Advanced club. He also explained the point system and the award that the members can receive by being actively involved in club's operations.

Toastmaster of the Day Bigyani Das then took control of the meeting. After the humorous word of the day "Toady" from Becky, Bigyani Das presented her New Year thought of going a step further from the current position. She then introduced the speaker (the only prepared speaker) Tim McClanahan for his second icebreaker speech with the title Ice-Breaker No.2. Tim McClanahan presented his speech with a lot of enthusiasm. Tim was a toastmaster before in Kritikos Toastmasters club and had presented his first icebreaker. Then he discontinued being busy with new family, new house, new children etc. Today, he presented his second icebreaker and he plans to continue giving speeches until he completes his speaking goals.

Esther Edward then conducted the Table Topics section. Before the table topics questions, she gave an example how Toastmasters being useful when members listen to speeches carefully. She requested Tim to share his story. Tim explained how Esther's speech on exercises helped him reduce his back pain.

Esther's table topics question was based on toasts on various occasions starting from good occasions such as marriage, birthday etc to complicated occasions such as political meetings and high school reunion. She also included occasions such as recovering from sickness. Everybody participated in the table topics section.

Don Moore was the General Evaluator and he gave a positive comment on the adaptive ability of our club. Initially we had three speakers that reduced to one, but we adapted and used most out of the meeting by participating in table topics.

Evaluator Michael Rilee praised Tim for his icebreaker and challenged him to participate in the club contests. Grammarian Martha O'Bryan picked up nice concatenation styles with "and" and the timer Becky was very alert in timing the speakers. Pat McHale was the best table topics correspondent.

The meeting ended at 12:45 pm.

